
The Genealogy of 

Jesus Christ (Matthew 1: 1-17)
A CLOSER LOOK AT THE GOSPELS OF ADVENT & CHRISTMAS



Where do we begin?

 For Matthew, writing for a 
Jewish community, it begins 
long before the time of Jesus

 It begins with God’s promise 
to the people of Israel

 Which was made first to 
Abraham and his wife, Sara, 
and the birth of their son, 
Isaac



The Patriarchs

 From Abraham, Isaac over Ishmael

 From Isaac, Jacob over Esau

 From Jacob, Judah over Joseph the dreamer, his father’s 

favorite, who Judah sold into slavery

 God does not choose the noblest, the best or the most 

saintly

 He is not controlled by human merit, but the graciousness 

of his mercy



The Kings

Abraham to David David to the Exile

 David is a combination of exceptional 

saint and sinner

 Two of the kings listed were 

acceptable

 Most were notorious:  idolaters, 

murderers, incompetent, power-

seekers, preoccupied with their 

harem



The unknown

 The first two (Shealtiel & Zerubbabel) 
and the last (Joseph & Mary) are listed 
in the Bible, the others are not

 While famous and powerful kings 
brought Israel to the Exile

 Unknown and unrecorded people 
brought Israel to the birth of the 
Messiah

 God works through the unimportant 
and forgettable to accomplish his 
purposes



The Women

 Would expect to hear the sainted 

wives of the patriarchs:  Sarah, 

Rebekah, or Rachel

 Tamar, a Canaanite outsider left 

childless seduces her father-in-law, 

Judah and becomes pregnant

 When she is disgraced she reveals 

who the father is, and Judah 

recognizes that she is more just and 

loyal to God’s law than he was.



The Women

 Rahab

 Another outsider, a Canaanite women

 She is a real prostitute unlike Tamar 

who posed as one

 Her protection of the Israelite spies 

made the conquest of Jericho 

possible (Joshua 2)



The Women

 Ruth the Moabite

 Another outsider

 It is from her and not her Israelite 

relatives that the prospect of raising 

up an heir to her husband in fulfillment 

of the Law is realized

 She threw herself at the ‘feet’ of Boaz 

 Their child is the father of Jesse, the 

father of King David



The Women

 Bathsheba

 The wife of Uriah the Hittite, the object 

of King David’s lust

 They commit adultery and David has 

Uriah killed in battle

 Their second son is King Solomon

 He succeeds his father, King David



The Women

 The previous four were women of 

scorn, with a marital history of scandal

 Matthew uses them to introduce the 

fifth woman

 Mary the husband of Joseph

 Her marital situation is peculiar, she is 

with child, not having had relations 

with her husband

 While Joseph is holy and decides to 

divorce her, she is holier than he



The generations

 Six sets of seven generations

 Each broken into doubles

 Fourteen from Abraham to David

 Fourteen from David to the Exile

 Fourteen from the Exile to the Messiah

 Seven is a perfect biblical number

 The Lord Jesus is the seventh 

generation



the pattern continues …

God continues to use saints and sinners

Wrote the origins of Jesus with crooked lines and still does

Uses the scheming and the noble, the pure and impure, those the world 

hearkened and those it frowned upon

God continues to work through the same menagerie of humanity

The unknown characters of today are an important part of this story and how 

it continues through history

The beginning was imperfectly human, his public ministry was also, its 

sequence in the life of the church is the same.


